Targeted consultation to the stakeholders on
the De minimis Regulation

Fields marked with * are mandatory.

Introduction

In 2012, the Commission launched the State aid modernization (SAM) with the objectives to: 1) foster
sustainable, smart and inclusive growth in a competitive internal market; 2) focus Commission's ex ante
scrutiny on cases with the biggest impact on the internal market; and 3) streamline the rules and provide
for faster decisions. In view of these objectives, the Commission has revised a number of State aid rules,
including the Commission Regulation (EU) No 1407/2013 of 18 December 2013 on the application of
Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid
(hereinafter “De minimis Regulation).

In January 2019, the European Commission announced its intention to prolong seven sets of State aid
rules for a period of two years[1] and launched a comprehensive policy evaluation in the area of State aid
(“fitness check”). The aim is to verify the extent to which the objectives of the SAM have been reached,
whether there is scope for further updating of the rules in view of the EU priorities under the new
Multiannual financial framework, new EU legislation or developments on the internal and global market.
Part of this exercise is the evaluation of the De minimis Regulation in order to assess whether the current
rules are still fit for purpose.

Besides the general public consultation on the fithess check of EU State aid rules, this targeted
consultation aims at asking supplementary questions in order to gather stakeholders’ views on the
implementation of the De minimis Regulation and receiving insights about potential gaps, overlaps or
excessive regulatory burden. The main target group of this questionnaire are actual or potential recipients
of de minimis aid and their competitors.

You are kindly invited to reply to a set of 14 questions. Please make sure that you use the save button as
you proceed with the questionnaire to avoid losing information that was already inserted - especially in the
case of questions with open replies. At the end of the survey you will have an opportunity to provide

broader, more general comments and to upload documents, which you consider to be relevant.

The Commission will publish an analysis of the results of the fithess check and examine possible follow up
actions at the beginning of 2020.

Thank you for participating in this consultation.

[1] For details and state-of-play see the relevant initiatives on the Better Regulation Portal: State aid — 2-year extension for general block

exemption regulation; State aid — 2-year extension for de minimis regulation; Prolongation of state aid rules reformed under the state aid

modernisation package expiring end of 2020.



https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-6623981_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-6623981_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-6622730_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-6622730_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-6622705_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-6622656_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-6622656_en

About you

For the rules on personal data protection on the EUROPA website, please see http://ec.europa.eu
/geninfo/legal _notices en.htm#personaldata.

Specific privacy statement: Contributions received, together with the identity of the contributor, will be
published on the Internet, unless the contributor objects to the publication of the personal data on the
grounds that such publication would harm his or her legitimate interests. In this case, the contribution may
be published in anonymous form. Otherwise, the contribution will not be published nor will, in principle, its
content be taken into account.

*1 agree with the personal data protection provisions (see document in link
below)

Protection _of your personal data.pdf

*Do you agree with the publication of your identity as described above:
Yes.
No, | wish my contribution to be anonymous.

Please provide your contact details below.

*Language of my contribution:
Bulgarian
Croatian
Czech
Danish
Dutch
English
Estonian
Finnish
French
Gaelic
German
Greek
Hungarian
[talian
Latvian
Lithuanian
Maltese
Polish
Portuguese
Romanian
Slovak
Slovenian
Spanish
Swedish


http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/legal_notices_en.htm#personaldata
http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/legal_notices_en.htm#personaldata

*Name:

*I am giving my contribution as:
Academic/research institution
Business association
Company/business organization
Consumer organization
EU citizen
Environmental organisation
Non-EU citizen
Non-governmental organisation (NGO)
Public authority
Trade union
Other

*Country of origin:
Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Andorra
Angola
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Brazil
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi



Cobte D'lvoire
Cabo Verde
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Central African Republic
Chad

Chile

China
Colombia
Comoros
Congo

Costa Rica
Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Czech Republic
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea

Estonia
Ethiopia

Fiji

Finland

France

Gabon

Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana

Greece
Grenada
Guatemala
Guinea

Guinea Bissau
Guyana

Haiti

Honduras
Hungary



Iceland

India
Indonesia
Iran

Iraq

Ireland
Israel

ltaly
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Laos

Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali

Malta
Marshall Islands
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mexico
Micronesia
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru

Nepal
Netherlands



New Zealand
Nicaragua

Niger

Nigeria

North Korea

North Macedonia
Norway

Oman

Pakistan

Palau

Panama

Papua New Guinea
Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Qatar

Republic of Moldova
Romania

Russian Federation
Rwanda

Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa

San Marino

Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal

Serbia

Seychelles

Sierra Leone
Singapore

Slovakia

Slovenia

Solomon Islands
Somalia

South Africa

South Korea

South Sudan

Spain

Sri Lanka

Sudan

Suriname
Swaziland



Sweden

Switzerland

Syrian Arab Republic
Tajikistan

Tanzania

Thailand
Timor-Leste

Togo

Tonga

Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia

Turkey
Turkmenistan

Tuvalu

Uganda

Ukraine

United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States of America
Uruguay

Uzbekistan

Vanuatu

Venezuela

Viet Nam

Yemen

Zambia

Zimbabwe

*E-mail address:

Please describe the main activities of your company/organisation/association, if
applicable.

500 character(s) maximum

*Scope of your activities
International
National
Regional
Local

*QOrganisation size
Micro (1 to 9 employees)
Small (10 to 49 employees)



Medium (50 to 249 employees)
Large (250 or more)

Transparency register number
250 character(s) maximum

Questionnaire

*Factual information

1. Have you received support under the De minimis Regulation?

Yes
No
Not applicable

If yes, indicate:

a. the size of your undertaking (large, medium-sized and small undertaking).

500 character(s) maximum

b. the sectors in which you carry on economic activities.
500 character(s) maximum

c. the total amount of de minimis aid granted to your company.
500 character(s) maximum

d. the type of aid instruments used (e.g. direct grant, loan, guarantees, etc.).

500 character(s) maximum

*Definitions

2. Based on your experience with the application of the De minimis Regulation, is
the definition of ‘single undertaking’ clear?

Yes



No
| do not know

If not, please explain why and provide specific examples.
3000 character(s) maximum

*3. Based on your experience with the application of the De minimis Regulation, is
the definition of ‘single undertaking’ adequate?

Yes
No
| do not know

If not, please explain why and provide specific examples.
3000 character(s) maximum

* Amounts and cumulation

4. Have you encountered difficulties in applying the three-year-period to calculate
the amount under the de minimis aid?

Yes
No
| do not know

If yes, please explain why.
3000 character(s) maximum

*5. Are the provisions on cumulation (Article 5) clear to apply?

Yes
No
| do not know

If not, please explain why and provide specific examples.
3000 character(s) maximum

*Transparency of aid and financial instruments

6. Are the transparency requirements for aid clear?

Yes
No
| do not know



If not, please explain why and provide specific examples.
3000 character(s) maximum

*7. Have you encountered difficulties in applying the transparency requirements?

Yes
No
| do not know

If yes, please explain why and provide specific examples.
3000 character(s) maximum

*8. What has been your experience in using loan, guarantee and equity
instruments (financial instruments) under the De minimis Regulation? In particular:

a. Have you encountered any difficulties in calculating the gross grant
equivalent of aid in loans or guarantees?

Yes
No
| do not know

If yes, please explain why and provide specific examples.
3000 character(s) maximum

b. Have the criteria for small loans and guarantees of short duration under
Article 4(3)(b) and Article 4(6)(b) simplified the handling of these instruments?

Yes
No
| do not know

If not, please explain why and provide specific examples.
3000 character(s) maximum

c. For loan and guarantee instruments involving financial intermediaries, have
you encountered any difficulties in passing on the aid to the final beneficiaries?

Yes
No
| do not know

If yes, please explain why and provide specific examples.



3000 character(s) maximum

*Monitoring

9. Have you encountered difficulties in the application of the rules on monitoring
(Article 6)7?

Yes

No

| do not know

If yes, please explain why and provide specific examples.
3000 character(s) maximum

*10. If your national authorities do not have a central registry, what is your cost
estimate in applying the requirements under Article 6 (such as the declaration to
submit to your national authorities)?

3000 character(s) maximum

*11. If your national authorities have a central registry, have you found such a
central registry adequate to ensure compliance with the Article 6 conditions on
awarding de minimis aid?

Yes

No

| do not know

If not, please explain why and provide specific examples.
3000 character(s) maximum

*12. Should there be a centralised de minimis registry at the EU level?
Yes
No
| do not know

If yes, please explain why and provide specific examples.
3000 character(s) maximum
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Other
13. Do you have any additional comments on the application of the De minimis

Regulation?
3000 character(s) maximum

14. Please provide copies of any documents, data or studies that may be relevant
for assessing the application of the De minimis Regulation.

Additional information

Further to your replies of the questionnaire, you may provide below any additional
comments, observations, information, or suggestions you deem relevant to share
with us.

3000 character(s) maximum

You may also upload a file in relation to your response here:

Thank you for your participation.
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