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COUNCIL OF Brussels, 26 February 2013
THE EUROPEAN UNION
6374/13
Interinstitutional File: LIMITE
2011/0282 (COD)
AGRI 83
AGRISTR 19
CODEC 320
WORKING DOCUMENT
from: General Secretariat
to: Working Party on Agricultural Structures and Rural Development
No Cion prop.: 15425/11 + REV 1 (en, fr, de) - COM(2011) 627 final/2
Subject: Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on
support for rural development by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural
development (EAFRD)

- Preparation of the first informal trilogue

With a view to the meeting of the Working Party on Agricultural Structures and Rural Development

on 7-8 March 2013, delegations will find attached, in the Annex, a four-column table, prepared by
the Presidency:

e first column: the Commission proposal text (docs 15425/11+ REV 1 (en, fr, de) and
14329/12);

e second column: the EP COMAGRI amendments adopted on 23 January 2013;

e third column: the Presidency suggested Council position which represents the settled
views in Council (doc. 17352/1/12 REV 1) and new revised text to take account, inter
alia, of delegations' views expressed in the Special Committee on Agriculture on 11

February 2013 (docs. 6092/13 and 6093/13);

e fourth column: the Presidency suggested Council position on the EP COMAGRI

amendments, including a few further legal-linguistic adjustments.
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Delegations will be invited to comment on and approve the Presidency guidance for
suggested Council position on the EP COMAGRI amendments (see the fourth column) with
a view to the submission of the four-column document by the Working Party to the Special

Committee on Agriculture as a basis for the approval of the Presidency's mandate for the

first informal trilogue.

Delegations are invited to note that political issues dealt with directly by the Special

Committee on Agriculture are not for discussion in the Working Party on Agricultural

Structures and Rural Development.

This concerns:
A. Issues which have already been discussed by the Special Committee on Agriculture:
- Support rates of sub-thematic programmes (Article 8)
- Ex-ante conditionalities (Article 10 and Annex V)
- Eligible beneficiaries under forestry measures (Articles 22-27 and 35 )
- Risk management (Articles 37-40)
- Irrigation (Article 46(3)).
B. Outstanding issues:
- Grace period for investments (Article 18, new paragraph 4a)
- Agri-environment climate commitments and the link with greening (Article 29)

- Areas with natural constraints (Articles 32-33 and Annex II)
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C. MFF related issues:

The Council position has been amended in the third column following the MFF
agreement'. Those amendments concern Article 2(1)(ja) and Articles 64 and 65%. The
Presidency does not intend to present any guidance on MFF related issues until they are

discussed in the Special Committee on Agriculture.

Furthermore, where there is no specific comment in the fourth column or where an EP
amendment is not acceptable, it must be understood that the Council confirms its position

set out in the third column.

In order to facilitate the review of the document, amendments considered as "acceptable" are
highlighted in green, and those considered as "not acceptable" in red. No text is provided in

the second and/or third column where the Commission proposal has not been amended.

! See European Council Conclusions 7-8 February 2013, Multiannual Financial Framework (doc. EUCO 37/13).
* MFF related Articles will remain in square brackets as they may need to be amended further for consistency with the
MFF Regulation, and the Common Provisions Regulation.
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Commission EP amendments Council Presidency
proposal position guidance
Amendment 139
Annex la new
new -see below Not acceptable
ANNEX la
National envelopes referred to in Article 64
(in million EUR)
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Belgium 73.838 73.838 73.838 73.838 73.838 73.838 73.838
Bulgaria 400.215 400.215 400.215 400.215 400.215 400.215 400.215
gﬁ;i’;} ic 432.820 | 432.820 | 432.820 | 432.820 | 432.820 | 432.820 | 432.820
Denmark 87.536 87.536 87.536 87.536 87.536 87.536 87.536
Germany 1.355.922 | 1.355.922 | 1.355.922 | 1.355.922 | 1.355.922 | 1.355.922 | 1.355.922
Estonia 109.623 109.623 109.623 109.623 109.623 109.623 109.623
Ireland 377.842 377.842 377.842 377.842 377.842 377.842 377.842
Greece 595.667 595.667 595.667 595.667 595.667 595.667 595.667
Spain 1.219.781 | 1.219.781 | 1.219.781 | 1.219.781 | 1.219.781 | 1.219.781 | 1.219.781
France 1.148.806 | 1.148.806 | 1.148.806 | 1.148.806 | 1.148.806 | 1.148.806 | 1.148.806
Italy 1.361.055 | 1.361.055 | 1.361.055 | 1.361.055 | 1.361.055 | 1.361.055 | 1.361.055
Cyprus 24.926 24.926 24.926 24.926 24.926 24.926 24.926
Latvia 159.703 159.703 159.703 159.703 159.703 159.703 159.703
Lithuania 267.461 267.461 267.461 267.461 267.461 267.461 267.461
Luxembourg 14.383 14.383 14.383 14.383 14.383 14.383 14.383
Hungary 584.679 584.679 584.679 584.679 584.679 584.679 584.679
Malta 11.762 11.762 11.762 11.762 11.762 11.762 11.762
Netherlands 89.850 89.850 89.850 89.850 89.850 89.850 89.850
6374/13 SGlez 403
ANNEX DG B 2A LIMITE EN



Austria 609.744 609.744 609.744 609.744 609.744 609.744 609.744
Poland 2.029.504 | 2.029.504 | 2.029.504 | 2.029.504 | 2.029.504 | 2.029.504 | 2.029.504
Portugal 614.811 614.811 614.811 614.811 614.811 614.811 614.811
Romania 1.435.645 | 1.435.645 | 1.435.645 | 1.435.645 | 1.435.645 | 1.435.645 | 1.435.645
Slovenia 138.743 138.743 138.743 138.743 138.743 138.743 138.743
Slovakia 302.467 302.467 302.467 302.467 302.467 302.467 302.467
Finland 326.416 326.416 326.416 326.416 326.416 326.416 326.416
Sweden 291.736 291.736 291.736 291.736 291.736 291.736 291.736
[l(];:,i;eddo-m 362.465 362.465 362.465 362.465 362.465 362.465 362.465
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Commission EP amendments Council position | Presidency
proposal guidance
Amendment 140
Annex II
Annex II deleted Not acceptable
ANNEX 11

Biophysical criteria for the delimitation of areas facing natural constraints

CRITERION | DEFINITION THRESHOLD
CLIMATE
Length of Growing Period (number of days) | < 180 days
defined by number of days with daily
Low average temperature > 5°C (LGPs) OR
Temperature Thermal-time sum (degree-days) for | <1500 degree-days
Growing Period defined by accumulated
daily average temperature > 5°C.
Ratio of the annual precipitation (P) to the
Dryness annual potential evapotranspiration (PET) P/PET <0.5
CLIMATE AND SOIL
Excess Soil Number of days at or above Field capacit >2304d
Moisture Y pactty 1 = ays
SOIL
Areas which are water logged for | Wet within 80cm from the surface for
significant duration of the year over 6 months, or wet within 40cm
Limited  Soil for over 11 months OR
Drainage Poorly or very poorly drained soil OR
Gleyic colour pattern within 40cm
from the surface
Ut bl Relative abundance of clay, silt, sand, | > 15% of topsoil volume is coarse
Tn avoura ed organic matter (weight %) and coarse | material, including rock outcrop,
exture  and | o0 (volumetric %) fractions boulder OR
6374/13 SG/ez
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Stoniness

Topsoil texture class of sand, loamy
sand defined as:

silt% + (2 x clay%) < 30% OR

Topsoil texture class is heavy clay

(= 60% clay) OR

Organic soil (organic matter >230%) of
at least 40cm OR

Topsoil texture class of clay, silty
clay, sandy clay and vertic properties
within 100cm of the soil surface

Shallow
Rooting Depth

Depth (cm) from soil surface to coherent
hard rock or hard pan.

< 30cm

Poor Chemical
Properties

Presence in topsoil of salts, exchangeable
sodium, excessive acidity

Salinity: > 4 deci-Siemens per meter
(dS/m) orR

Sodicity: > 6 Exchangeable Sodium
Percentage (ESP) OR

Soil Acidity: pH <5 (in water)

TERRAIN

Steep Slope

Change of elevation with respect to
planimetric distance (%).

> 15%

6374/13
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Commission EP amendments Council position Presidency
proposal guidance

Amendment 141

Annex III-Thematic sub-programme 1-point la (new)

Public-private Not acceptable
partnerships to facilitate
generational transition

ANNEX III

Indicative list of measures and operations of particular relevance to thematic sub-

programmes referred to in Article 8

Young farmers:

Business start-up aid for young farmers setting up for the first time in an agricultural holding
Investments in physical assets

Knowledge transfer and information actions

Advisory services, farm management and farm relief services
Co-operation

Investments in non-agricultural activities

Small farms:

Business start-up aid for the development of small farms
Investments in physical assets

Quality schemes for agricultural products and foodstuffs
Knowledge transfer and information actions

Advisory services, farm management and farm relief services

Co-operation

Investments in non-agricultural activities

Setting up of producer groups

Leader
6374/13 SGlez 407
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Mountain areas:

Payments to areas facing natural or other specific constraints
Agri-environment operations

Co-operation

Investments in physical assets

Farm and business development in rural areas

Quality schemes for agricultural products and foodstuffs

Establishment of agro-forestry systems

Basic services and village renewal in rural areas
Knowledge transfer and information actions

Advisory services, farm management and farm relief services
Setting up of producer groups

Leader

Short supply chains:

Co-operation

Setting up of producer groups

Leader

Quality schemes for agricultural products and foodstuffs
Basic services and village renewal in rural areas
Investments in physical assets

Knowledge transfer and information actions

Advisory services, farm management and farm relief services

6374/13 SGlez
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Commission proposal

EP amendments

Council position

Presidency guidance

Amendment 142

Annex V — section 3

Article 17 Quality
schemes for agricultural
products and foodstuffs

Article 32 -33  Payments
to areas facing natural or
other specific constraints

Article
schemes
agricultural
and foodstuffs

17  Quality
for
products

Article 32 -33
Payments to areas
facing natural or other
specific constraints

Article 34

welfare

Animal

Article 17 Quality
schemes for
agricultural

products and
foodstuffs

Article 32 -33
Payments to areas
facing natural or
other specific
constraints

Not acceptable
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ANNEX V

Indicative list of measures with relevance to one or more Union priorities for rural
development

Measures of particular relevance to several Union priorities

Article 16 Advisory services, farm management and farm relief services
Article 18 Investments in physical assets

Article 20 Farm and business development

Article 36 Co-operation

Article 42 — 45 LEADER

Measures of particular relevance to fostering knowledge transfer and innovation in
agriculture, forestry, and rural areas

Article 15 Knowledge transfer and information actions

Article 27 Investments in new forestry technologies and in processing and marketing of forestry
products

Measures of particular relevance for enhancing the competitiveness of all types of agriculture
and enhancing farm viability

Article 17 Quality schemes for agricultural products and foodstuffs

Article 32 -33 Payments to areas facing natural or other specific constraints

Measures of particular relevance to promoting food chain organisation and risk management
in agriculture

Article 19 Restoring agricultural production potential damaged by natural disasters and
catastrophic events and introduction of appropriate prevention actions

Article 25 Prevention and restoration of damage to forests from forest fires and natural disasters
and catastrophic events
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Article 28 Setting up of producer groups

Article 34 Animal welfare

Article 37 Risk management

Article 38 Crop, animal, and plant insurance

Article 39 Mutual funds for animal and plant diseases and environmental incidents

Article 40 Income stabilisation tool

Measure of particular relevance to restoring, preserving and enhancing ecosystems dependent
on agriculture and forestry

and

Promoting resource efficiency and supporting the shift towards a low carbon and climate
resilient economy in agriculture, food and forestry sectors

Article 22 Investments in forest area development and improvement of the viability of forests
Article 23 Afforestation and creation of woodland

Article 24 Establishment of agro-forestry systems

Article 26 Investments improving the resilience and environmental value of forest ecosystems
Article 29 Agri-environment- climate

Article 30 Organic farming

Article 31 Natura 2000 and Water framework directive payments

Article 35 Forest-environmental and climate services and forest conservation

Measure of particular relevance to promoting social inclusion, poverty reduction and
economic development in rural areas

Article 21 Basic services and village renewal in rural areas

Article 42 — 45 LEADER
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